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SUBJECT: OUTER SPACE LEGAL SUBCOMMITTEE: REMOTE SENSING 

1 . WORKING GROUP III (REMOTE SENSING) RESUMED CONSIDERATION 
MARCH 22 OF COMMON ELEMENTS FORMULATED LAST YEAR. SECRETARIAT 
DISTRIBUTED DRAFT TEXT OF PRINCIPLE VI ON UN ROLE TENTATIVELY 
AGREED TO YESTERDAY (TEXT POUCHED L/UNA: STOWE). 

2. WITH REGARD TO COMMON ELEMENT ON IMPENDING NATURAL 
DISASTERS SET FORTH PARA. 7(B), ANNEX III OF 1976 LSC 
REPORT, AFTER CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION CANADA PROPOSED 
FOLLOWING ALTERNATIVE TEXT: QUOTE: INFORMATION OBTAINED BY 
REMOTE SENSING OF (THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE EARTH) (AND 
ITS ENVIRONMENT) INDICATING AN IMPNEDING NATURAL DISASTER 
SHALL BE DISSEMINATED AS PROMPTLY AS POSSIBLE TO THOSE 
STATES LIKELY TO BE AFFECTED. END QUOTE. ALTHOUGH WG-III 
INDICATED TENTATIVE APPROVAL OF THIS LANGUAGE, FURTHER CON- 
SIDERATION WAS POSTPONED PENDING SECRETARIAT STUDY OF 
WHICH UN BODIES OR AGENCIES MIGHT PROPERLY BE UTILIZED 

IS DISSEMINATING SUCH INFORMATION. 

3. ON COMMON ELEMENT (C), WHICH WOULD PRECLUDE 
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INTENTIONAL USE OF REMOTE SENSING DATA OR INFORMATION 
TO DETRIMENT OF OTHER STATES, USDEL INDICATED CONCERN OVER 
LACK OF CLARITY IN LANGUAGE AND ABSENCE OF OBJECTIVE CRITERIA 
FOR DETERMINING WHAT CONSTITUTES DETRIMENTAL USE. USSR 
RESPONDED CONTENTIOUSLY THAT THE MEANING COULD BE CLARI- 
FIED BY ADDING LANGUAGE FROM 1974 FRANCE/USSR PROPOSAL. 
REQUIRING CLEARLY EXPRESSED PRIOR 
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CONSENT OF SENSED STATE TO DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION 
AND DOCUMENTATION (SEE PARA. 5(2), A/AC.105/C.2/L.99). 

A LENGTHY DISCUSSION ENSUED, IN WHICH USDEL ARGUED 
STRENUOUSLY THAT FREE DISSEMINATION OF DATA PROVIDES 
BETTER PROTECTION THAN LIMITATIONS OR PROHIBITIONS 
ON DISSEMINATION, AS SHOWN BY EXPERIENCE WITH LANDSAT. 

A VARIETY OF ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY 
TABLED BY AUSTRIA, ITALY, US, FRANCE AND ARGENTINA. IN 
VIEW OF THIS PROLIFERATION OF TEXTS, CHAIRMAN SUGGESTED 
WG III SHOULD ADJOURN UNTIL TOMORROW, WITH INTERESTED 
DELEGATIONS TO CONTINUE DISCUSSION IN "MINI GROUP" 

THIS AFTERNOON TO ATTEMPT A CONSOLIDATION OF DRAFTS FOR 
SUBMISSION TOMORROW. 

4. AT ENSURING "MINI-GROUP," IT WAS DECIDED TO REFER 
FOLLOWING TEXTS (INCLUDING ADDITIONAL USSR VERSION) 

TO WG III FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION: 

A) FRANCE: QUOTE: STATES (SHOULD) (SHALL) NOT CONDUCT 
REMOTE SENSING ACTIVITIES IN SUCH A MANNER THAT THEY 
ARE DETRIMENTAL TO OTHER STATES NOR UTILIZE THE RESULTS 
OF SUCH ACTIVITIES IN ANY MANNER TO THE DETRIMENT OF OTHER 
STATES. END QUOTE. 

B) US: QUOTE: REMOTE SENSING DATA OBTAINED FROM OUTER 
SPACE ON (THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE EARTH) (AND ITS 
ENVIRONMENT), AND INFORMATION DERIVED THEREFROM, (SHALL) 
(SHOULD) BE USED FOR PURPOSES OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE QUALITY 
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OF LIFE AND (SHALL) (SHOULD) BE USED IN A MANNER 
COMPATIBLE WITH THE NEED TO AVOID DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS 
ON OTHER STATES. END QUOTE. 

C) USSR: QUOTE: REMOTE SENSING DATA OR INFORMATION 
DERIVED THEREFROM (SHALL) (SHOULD) BE USED BY STATES IN A 
MANNER COMPATIBLE WITH THEIR OBLIGATIONS UNDER INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW TO AVOID ACTIVITIES DETRIMENTAL TO OTHER 
STATES. END QUOTE. 

5. ALTHOUGH POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT THIS ITEM MAY 
BE DROPPED, ANY COMMENTS ON THESE TEXTS MUST BE 
COMMUNICATED TO USDEL ASAP. 

YOUNG 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REMOTE SENSING, SPACE PROGRAMS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977USUNN00866 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 00-0023 
Format: TEL 

From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770328/aaaaayqn.tel 

Line Count: 1 1 1 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b05220b3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION L 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3014836 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OUTER SPACE LEGAL SUBCOMMITTEE: REMOTE SENSING 
TAGS: TSPA, AORG, UN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b05220b3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



